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President’s Corner 
 

Hello Everyone, 

Hope everyone is doing well! 

Our August auction will be held at my house. The 

Critchen is undergoing some remodeling and will not be 

available. Any items members would like to sell can be 

brought. This year the club has many pots that were 

donated by the late Gregg Gawel.  

Everyone who was able to attend the club picnic hope 

you found it to be enjoyable. Thank you to everyone 

who brought food and deserts! Thank you to Phill 

Grefrath for hosting the picnic. 

September’s meeting will be at 7:00pm on Wednesday 

the 14th at the Critchen. Bill Valavanis will be doing a 

talk and demo on Chinese Quince. 

Thank you those that were able to help with the Beer 

and Bonsai event. There were many positive comments 

from the participants about the event and the people 

helping.  

For many of our new members and those that attended 

the Beer and Bonsai Event. The commonly asked 

questions was, where do I start? Before you cut 

anything you have to have a plan in mind and an idea of 

what you want the tree to look like. This is called setting 

the structure. If you do not properly set the structure 

you will end up trying to correct it latter and ending up  

 

 

with something odd or disproportionate.  First look at 

what you to work with. Start with looking at the 

diameter of the trunk compared to the height of the 

tree. When I say diameter, I mean at the base of the 

trunk. Now depending on who you talk to the tree 

should end up somewhere between 6 -18 times as tall 

as the diameter. So, if the trunk is 1 inch the tree will 

fall between 6 inches to 18 inches in height. That is a 

pretty big range, how do you figure out where in that 

range you should end up?  

Style, species help to narrow it down. A literati (bunjin) 

or cascade will be taller than a semi informal upright 

when comparing trunks of the same diameter. Look at 

branch placement and size. You want the branches to 

decrease in diameter as you move up the tree. Do not 

concern yourself with how long or full a branch is. You 

must select branches based on placement and diameter 

in relationship to the trunk. Tree’s grow and fill in, 

branches can be bent with wire. Long branches can be 

cut back. The branches starting at the trunk define the 

structure, what is at the end of the branches enhances 

the appearance and will be developed.  

Once you set the structure you can spend some time 

cutting back and bending branches to improve the 

appearance. The tree is going to grow, as it does the 

trunk will get thicker, the branches will get thicker, and 

the tree will get taller. If it is not proportionately correct 

Scott’s House  

August 13,2022 1pm 
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today it will not be proportionately correct in the 

future.  

 

Scott 

 

 

 

 

Tip of the month: 
While you do not want to do so now but using a plastic 
mesh pot does help to encourage fine root 
development and increase growth compared to a solid 
pot.  You can also make one using wood and screen.  
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Auction Time  

This month we will have our Club Auction. As you do 

your cleaning and want to declutter bring in any bonsai 

related materials to auction off.  

We will have a paper item list sheets to fill out on 

Saturday. May be put some money in your pocket? Who 

are we kidding we will be bring home more treasures. 

And lastly, remember the club does get 10% of the sale.  

 

Events & Information: 
 

2022 Monthly Agenda: 
 

August 13th Club Auction 

August 18th Erie country Fair Demo 6pm and display 

18th-21st  

September 9th West Seneca Senior Center Bonsai talk 

11am  

September  14th 7pm Bill Valavanis  

October 8th Suiseki with Ron Maggio 

November 12th Ikebana with David Williams 

December 10th Christmas Party 

NEXT BOARD MEETING     

 

 

 

2021 Bonsai Society of Upstate New York  

 
August 23rd  Bring a tree to work on 

September 27th TBD 
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Tree of the Month 

 

 

Juniper, Henry Jarzab, Hamburg NY  

 

                

2021 Board Members 
 
 
Scott Russo- President 
Paul Pearson- Treasurer 

Sandy McDougal- Board 
Jerry Rucker- Board 
Jim Smith- Board 
Christine Wilkolaski - Board 
     716-662-9429 membership 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


